FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
(Thursday, March 12, 2020) Superintendent of Catholic Schools Mr. Michael J. Deegan has announced
Catholic Schools within the Archdiocese of New York will close all elementary schools in our system
effective Monday, March 16 2020 until Friday March 20th, 2020, with the possibility of a lengthier
closure. Informed by expert health officials and the Health and Safety Task Force of the Office of the
Superintendent of Schools, this decision was made out of an abundance of caution. The health and
safety of our students, staff and families is of the utmost importance.
Additionally, after consultation with the leadership of the Catholic Youth Organizations and the Catholic
High School Athletic Associations, all activities and all sporting events and practices have been cancelled
indefinitely.
We are continuing to monitor the situation surrounding COVID-19 (Coronavirus). It is rapidly changing
and we are closely following the advice of city, state and federal health officials We will keep you
informed.
We truly understand that taking this action may cause some disruption to our families, but we strongly
believe that these measures taken now will have the greatest success of decreasing risk to the whole
community.
Over recent days our dedicated principals and teachers have been preparing educational materials for
ongoing home-based learning to ensure our students continue to be academically engaged
Please refer to our website www.CatholicSchoolsNY.org for updates and links to best practices for
staying healthy as well as links to the U.S. State Department, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC), World Health Organization and other resources.
For more than two centuries, Catholic schools within the Archdiocese of New York have taught and
nurtured children from diverse backgrounds and successfully provided students with the life-changing
opportunities that are inherent in a Catholic education. Catholic schools in the Archdiocese of New York
currently serve more than 62,000 students from PreK through 12th grade at more than 200 schools
across nine counties and three boroughs throughout New York. That includes Manhattan, Staten Island,
Bronx, and seven counties including Westchester, Orange, Dutchess, Rockland, Sullivan, Putnam and
Ulster.
High Schools and Private Independent Catholic Schools closures are made independently of the
Superintendent of Schools Office.

